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the mission of rotary international 
is to provide service to others, promote integrity, and 
advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace  
through its fellowship of business, professional, and 
community leaders.

the mission of the rotary foundation 
of Rotary International is to enable Rotarians to advance 
world understanding, goodwill, and peace through the 
improvement of health, the support of education, and the 
alleviation of poverty.
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This year was one of both achievements and new 
beginnings for Rotary International and The Rotary 
Foundation. 

Highlights from 2009-10 included passing the halfway 
mark in meeting Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge, 
impressive progress in polio eradication efforts in India 
and Nigeria, and the outpouring of Rotarian support 
following the devastating earthquake in Haiti. 

Rotary’s ability to adapt to changing times is reflected 
in the revised RI Strategic Plan, adopted by the RI 
Board in November after reviewing a survey of 14,000 
Rotarians worldwide. The plan, effective 1 July 2010, 
comprises three priorities, all of equal importance to 
Rotary’s future: support and strengthen clubs, focus 
and increase humanitarian service, and enhance public 
image and awareness.

The Rotary Foundation is also well positioned for 
Doing Good in the World under the new Future 
Vision Plan, designed to enable the Foundation to 
respond quickly, effectively, and strategically to the 
most urgent global needs. This year, 100 Future Vision 
pilot districts were selected and trained; this group will 
test and refine the new grant structure before it rolls 
out to all Rotary districts in 2013.

All Rotarians can take pride in our accomplishments 
and in the plans soundly laid for success in the years 
ahead. Rotary clubs are already turning those plans 
into reality by working to transform the lives of people 
in desperate circumstances, helping to bring the world 
closer to lasting peace.  

 
John Kenny  Glenn E. Estess Sr. 
2009-10 President  2009-10 Trustee Chair 
Rotary International The Rotary Foundation

BUILDING ON OUR  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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All figures in U.S. dollars throughout this report.

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/HelpEradicatePolio/Pages/Contribute.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/RotaryInternational/StrategicPlanning/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/TheRotaryFoundation/FutureVision/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/TheRotaryFoundation/FutureVision/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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 Student achievement

Students participating in Rotary Youth 
Exchange numbered 8,755, the highest 
reported participation in Youth Exchange 
history. In this popular program, Rotary 
clubs and districts send and host 
students ages 15-19 who travel abroad 
for exchanges of one week to a full year. 
Rotarians in more than 80 countries 
participate in the world-renowned program, 
which began more than 75 years ago. 
Below are Rotarians Pauline Perreault (left) 
and David Anderson (right) with former 
Youth Exchange student Justin  
Burnett (second from left) 
and current exchange  
student Yukako Ode.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND NEW BEGINNINGS…

 Return to Palestine

This year, 762 new Rotary clubs were 
chartered, including the Rotary Club of 
Ramallah, which Israeli, Jordanian, and 
U.S. Rotarians helped form. The Ramallah 
club charter marks Rotary’s return to 
Palestine after a 30-year absence.  
RI President John Kenny presented the 
charter certificate to the club’s president, 
Nader Dajani, at a charter celebration on 
30 May. The Ramallah club, chartered with  
58 percent more members than the 
average new Rotary club, has already 
initiated several community projects. 
Meeting at 18:00 on Tuesdays,  
the club reflects a general trend  
in Rotary away from lunch  
meetings and toward  
after-work gatherings.  

 Forward-looking legislation

Rotary’s democratically elected Council on 
Legislation, which meets every three years, 
considered 219 proposed enactments and 
resolutions during their 2010 meeting. 
Among the adopted measures: the 
establishment of Rotary e-clubs, which 
meet online, and the declaration of New 
Generations as Rotary’s fifth Avenue 
of Service. New Generations Service 
joins Club Service, Vocational Service, 
Community Service, and International  
Service as the basis  
of all Rotary  
club activity.

About 

18,000 attendees 

from154 countries 
and geographical areas 
assembled for the 2010  
RI Convention in Montréal, 
Québec, Canada, in June.

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/RotaryYouthExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/RotaryYouthExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/members/policiesandprocedures/councilonlegislation/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/members/policiesandprocedures/councilonlegislation/Pages/ridefault.aspx


4

A virtuoso performance

R
ot

ar
y 

Im
ag

es
/A

ly
ce

 H
en

so
n



5

Violinist and polio survivor Itzhak Perlman 
appeared with the New York Philharmonic 
at the Concert to End Polio, a sold-out 
performance at New York City’s Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts in December. 
The concert added more than $100,000 to 
Rotary’s effort to raise $200 million to match 
$355 million in challenge grants from the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

The polio eradication effort resonates 
strongly with Perlman, who contracted the 
disease at age four and overcame physical 
challenges to become one of the world’s most 
celebrated musicians. 

“The fact that there’s still polio is ridiculous. 
There’s absolutely no excuse for anyone to get 
polio,” Perlman said. “This has to be dealt 
with immediately.”

The event helped raise awareness about 
polio, which many people don’t realize is still 
a threat to children in parts of the world. 
The wild poliovirus remains endemic in 
Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan.

Rotary, the World Health Organization, 
UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention together launched 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative in 
1988. Since then, the number of polio cases 
has been slashed by more than 99 percent, 
preventing five million cases of childhood 
paralysis and 250,000 deaths. 
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New tools, new tactics, and increased support 
from political leaders fueled strong progress in 
Rotary’s efforts to eradicate polio worldwide.

The new bivalent oral polio vaccine — effective 
against both remaining types of the wild 
poliovirus (1 and 3) — was used during National 
Immunization Days (NIDs) in the four remaining 
polio-endemic countries. Mass immunization 
campaigns aggressively reached children in 
endemic countries and those where the virus has 
been imported.

On the fundraising front, Rotary’s US$200 
Million Challenge surpassed the halfway mark 
ahead of schedule. Rotarians and friends of 
Rotary in Austria, Germany, Great Britain, and 
Ireland netted almost $5.25 million for the 
challenge during activities on World Polio Day, 
24 October. Rajashree Birla, an honorary member 
of the Rotary clubs of Bombay and Mulund, 
Maharashtra, India, and Usha Mittal, wife of 
ArcelorMittal CEO Lakshmi Mittal, continued 
their financial support with additional leadership 
contributions to the effort. 

“Rotary International has played an extraordinarily 
special role [in the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI)], not just as one of the initiators 
but in bringing financial resources, political 
advocacy, and volunteerism on the ground to 
getting the job done,” says Dr. Bruce Aylward, 
GPEI director at the World Health Organization.

POLIO ERADICATION
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http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/HelpEradicatePolio/Pages/Contribute.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/HelpEradicatePolio/Pages/Contribute.aspx
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 This close…

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, primatologist 
Jane Goodall, violinist Itzhak Perlman, 
golfer Jack Nicklaus, Her Majesty Queen 
Noor of Jordan, and a host of regional 
public figures participated in Rotary’s  
“We Are This Close to Ending Polio” 
campaign. Publications that carried the 
public service announcement included 
the Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and the 
South African Business Journal.

 A high point

In honor of Rotary’s 105th anniversary, 
iconic landmarks around the world were 
lit up with the End Polio Now message, 
including the Pyramid of Khafre in Egypt, 
Taipei Arena in Taiwan, and the Obelisk  
in Buenos Aires, Argentina (above). 
During the week of 23 February,  
the End Polio Now message took flight  
as a skydiver jumped over the Amazon 
River in Manaus, Brazil (opposite). 

 Scoring a goal

In the months leading up to the FIFA World 
Cup in South Africa in June, Rotary clubs 
across Africa participated in the Kick 
Polio Out of Africa campaign. In February, 
the campaign launched in Cape Town, 
South Africa, with the symbolic kicking 
of a soccer ball signed by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, a polio survivor.  
The ball then traveled through  
23 polio-affected African  
countries before landing  
at the RI Convention  
in Montréal. 

Rotarians raised 

$141.2 million 
for Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge 
as of 30 June 2010.
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Polio cases plummet in Nigeria and India

2009

2010

89

22

321

3

2009

2010

Nigeria

India

Figures cover period of 1 January–29 June for each year. 
Source: World Health Organization

75.3% decrease

99.1% decrease
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Some 8.8 million children worldwide die 
before reaching their fifth birthday, many from 
preventable causes, according to UNICEF.  
In an ongoing commitment to serve communities 
and meet basic human needs, Rotarians have 
been raising awareness about child mortality 
and developing projects that foster the health of 
mothers and their children. 

As part of Rotary’s Reach Out to Africa effort, 
Korean Rotarians led a $1 million effort to build 
a medical complex dedicated to maternal health 
and to support the Tumbi Hospital Renovation 
in Kibaha, Tanzania. By making preventive and 
acute health care more accessible to women and 
children, the facility is expected to save the lives of 
as many as 42 children every day. 

“We hope the project will set an example for 
people who wish to engage in similar initiatives,” 
said Sang Koo Yun, a member of the Rotary Club 
of Sae Hanyang in Seoul, Korea, who spearheaded 
the initiative. “More important, the project will 
enrich the lives of one million residents of the 
Pwani region in Tanzania.” 

With help from a Rotary Foundation Matching 
Grant, members of the Rotary clubs of Bagé-
Minuano, Brazil, and Jackson Hole Supper, 
Wyoming, USA, established a center that collects 
and redistributes breast milk to infants through  
a hospital serving 600,000 low-income residents 
of Bagé. 

Breastfeeding has the potential to prevent  
1.4 million child deaths each year, according to 
the medical journal The Lancet, because breast 
milk offers numerous nutrients and antibodies. 

MATERNAL AND 
CHILD HEALTH
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http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/africa_com_resources.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/EN/SERVICEANDFELLOWSHIP/FUNDAPROJECT/HUMANITARIANGRANTS/Pages/MatchingGrants.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/EN/SERVICEANDFELLOWSHIP/FUNDAPROJECT/HUMANITARIANGRANTS/Pages/MatchingGrants.aspx
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 Preventing pediatric AIDS

Pediatrician and AIDS specialist Stephen 
Nicholas (above, center), a member of the 
Rotary Club of Yonkers, New York, USA, led 
an effort to establish a clinic that treats 
HIV-infected women and their children 
in La Romana, Dominican Republic. 
Rotarians in the Yonkers and La Romana 
clubs support the Mother-Baby AIDS 
Project, which has helped lower the rate  
of mother-to-child HIV transmission in the 
La Romana province from 40 percent to 
less than 1 percent.

 Life after Mitch

Mothers and young children in Honduras 
continue to benefit from the many 
programs implemented as part of the 
Nueva Esperanza (New Hope) project to 
help victims of Hurricane Mitch. Children 
who weren’t even born when Mitch hit 
in 1998 now benefit from the medical 
treatment and equipment available at the 
Quirurgico Medical Clinic (above), provided 
through efforts of the Rotary clubs of 
Tegucigalpa and Marcala, in Honduras, 
and the Rotary Club of Manteca, 
California, USA, with support  
from a Rotary Foundation Health,  
Hunger and Humanity (3-H) Grant.

 Healthy moms, healthy babies

The Healthy Mothers Program at a 
community center in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, benefits women such as Adriana 
de Jesus Barbosa (below). Coordinated 
by the Rotary clubs of Rio de Janeiro-
Saara and Almaden Valley, California, USA, 
with support from a Rotary Foundation 
Matching Grant, the effort has helped 
prepare more than 180 pregnant women 
and new mothers from Rio’s low-income 

port zone to care for their babies. 

Causes of  
Under-Five  

Child Mortality

Injuries: 3%

HIV/AIDS: 3%

Neonatal: 37%

Malaria: 8%

Other: 10%

Diarrhea: 17%
Pneumonia: 19%

Note: Total sums to 101 because of rounding. Sources: UNICEF, WHO
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Measles: 4%
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In for the long haul
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The Ak’Tenamit project in Guatemala tackles 
illiteracy and other community problems 
simultaneously, for a long-term, integrative 
approach, with support from a Rotary 
Foundation Matching Grant.

When Rotarian Steve Dudenhoefer, 
originally from Florida, USA, first visited 
this mostly Mayan area nearly 20 years ago, 
residents had little or no access to education, 
health care, or jobs. In 1992, Dudenhoefer 
relocated to Guatemala, helping to form  
the Rotary Club of Puerto Barrios.

Today, Ak’Tenamit, which means “new 
village” in the Q’eqchi’ language, includes a 
boarding school serving 475 students from 
100 communities, 221 of whom are girls.  
With the school as the foundation, the 
project expanded to address needs beyond 
literacy and includes a medical clinic serving 
25,000 people, a floating dental clinic, a 
restaurant providing vocational training, 
seven women’s cooperatives, and several 
clean water projects. Q’eqchi’ students now 
studying alongside leading archaeologists 
excavating the ancient city of Cancuén may 
one day become some of the first Mayan 
historians in the field.

Rotarians consider it a hands-on effort and a 
long-term partnership with the community. 
“Our contribution to Ak’Tenamit goes 
beyond money,” says Carlos Früm, of the 
Rotary Club of Northbrook, Illinois, USA. 
“We work side by side with the students and 
each other.” 
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While illiteracy rates worldwide continue to 
decline, one in five adults still cannot read, with 
women accounting for two-thirds of this group, 
according to UNESCO. Meanwhile, some  
72 million children are not in school. 

Rotary continues its longstanding commitment 
to literacy with efforts great and small. From 
providing dictionaries for elementary school 
students to national initiatives for the Rotarian-
developed concentrated language encounter 
method, Rotary literacy projects are changing lives. 

For example, the Rotary Club of Central Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, supports a project that trains 
literacy tutors for community programs in  
high-need, remote areas of the island nation.  
In Germany, more than 75 schools are benefiting 
from District 1880’s three-year project, Launching 
Pad to the Future. Rotarians first surveyed schools 
to identify problems and propose projects, which 
were then recommended to area Rotary clubs. 
“The response was enormous,” notes Peter Iblher,  
a past district governor.

Many projects are enhanced by Rotary’s relationship 
with the International Reading Association (IRA). 
Since 2002, the two organizations have worked 
together to encourage literacy awareness and 
development projects. In Australia, District 9570 
has worked with the IRA and the Australian 
Literacy Association to develop a project that 
supplies new books to children  
12 years and  
under who  
are recovering  
from surgery  
or illness. 

BASIC EDUCATION  
AND LITERACY
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http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/collaborate/otherorganizations/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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 Rebuilding communities

The family of Rotary is helping rebuild 
communities in Indonesia’s Aceh Province 
(above) where residents continue to feel 
the social impact of the 2004 tsunami. 
The Rotary Foundation Alumni Association 
of District 2780 (Japan) worked with 
an Indonesian organization to develop 
children’s libraries in three villages. 
Spearheaded by Jun Takahashi, a former 
Ambassadorial Scholar, the project 
received generous support from Japanese 
Rotarians. 

 Helping refugees rebuild Sudan

A literacy project sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Ellensburg Morning, Washington, 
USA, in conjunction with the International 
Reading Association is helping Sudanese 
refugees rebuild their communities by 
equipping them to teach future generations.  

The Southern Sudan Teacher Training 
Initiative is providing refugees of the 
country’s decades-long civil war with 
teacher training materials, guidance, and 
support to help them teach students in 
kindergarten through eighth grade.  

 An inspirational address

Greg Mortenson (below) inspired Rotarians 
to continue partnerships that focus on 
integrating literacy with other community 
projects during his address at the 2010 
RI Convention in Montréal. Cofounder of 
the Central Asia Institute, which has built 
131 schools in rural areas of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, Mortenson described his 
organization’s alliance with Pakistani 
Rotary clubs, which are sponsoring 
teacher training programs and providing 
support for health care training. 

“The real key — and Rotarians do this — is that it’s 
not about helping. It’s about empowering people. 
And when you empower people, then you can 
make a change in the world.”
Greg Mortenson, co-author of the best-seller Three Cups of Tea, 
at the 2010 RI Convention 
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Whether they completed undergraduate work as 
Ambassadorial Scholars or earned graduate degrees 
as fellows at a Rotary Peace Center, students who 
benefited from The Rotary Foundation’s investment 
are delivering huge dividends to the world. 

Many Rotary Foundation alumni are now employed 
at UN agencies. Polio survivor and former Rotary 
Peace Fellow Kouame Remi Oussou of Côte d’Ivoire 
is working with the United Nations Development 
Programme in the Central African Republic to help 
disarm and demobilize combatants and reintegrate 
them as peaceful civilians into society. Former 
peace fellow Ryan Carrier of Canada is a war 
crimes prosecutor for the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in The Hague.

Nearly one-third of the Foundation’s alumni 
work in nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), 
including some that they’ve established themselves. 
Former peace fellows Robert Opira and Godfrey 
Mukalazi of Uganda founded the Great Lakes 
Center for Conflict Resolution in Gulu to address 
conflict and security issues and provide conflict 
sensitivity training. Former Ambassadorial Scholar 
Maya Ajmera of the United States is the founder 
and president of the Global Fund for Children in 
Washington, D.C., which awards grants to NGOs 
around the world to benefit children. Former scholar 
Rhoderick Samonte of the Philippines founded 
Youth Entrepreneurship Service, a microlender. 

Rotarians and Rotary alumni “are able to help in 
places where the UN has no reach,” notes former 
peace fellow Jayashree Nadarajah, a program officer 
at the UN’s Office of the Special Representative 
for the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict. “Rotary is held in the highest regard.”

PEACE AND CONFLICT  
PREVENTION/RESOLUTION
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http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/AmbassadorialScholarships/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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 A matter of conviction

Former Ambassadorial Scholar Roxana 
Saberi (opposite) of the United States 
was imprisoned for 100 days in Iran on 
false charges of espionage. After her 
release in May she wrote a book, Between 
Two Worlds: My Life and Captivity in Iran, 
helping her to become an international 
advocate for human rights. Sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Fargo, North Dakota, 
USA, Saberi studied journalism as a 
1999-2000 Ambassadorial Scholar at the 
University of Cambridge, England.

Rotary Peace Fellows: Where are they now and what are they doing?

NGOs: 32%

Gov. agency: 20%

Research/academic: 7%
United Nations agencies: 6%

World Bank: 2%

Teaching: 8%

Master’s/PhD: 12%

Journalist: 2%

Law: 2%

Looking for work: 4%

Other: 4%

North America: 30%

Asia: 25%

Europe: 15%

Africa: 10%

Australia/Oceania: 8%
South America: 7%

Middle East: 4%
Central America/Caribbean: 1%

 Chorus of hope

“Rotary International has shown for the 
past 100 years that the most powerful 
agent of change is people, united. In this 
next century, may we find a way through 
coalitions of peace and justice to convince 
the world to join Rotary’s chorus of hope,” 
said Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan,  
at the 2010 RI Convention in Montréal.  
RI President John Kenny (below) presented 

her with the RI Award of Honor. 

 Protecting refugees

In the Middle East, former Ambassadorial 
Scholar Yoko Akasaka of Japan (bottom, 
left) helps ensure the safety of Afghan 
refugees and internally displaced persons 
in Pakistan in her position as a senior 
protection officer in Islamabad, Pakistan. 
Akasaka has worked since 1997 for 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and has also served in Ukraine, 
Moldova, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. 
Another former scholar from 
Japan, Sadako Ogata,  
headed the UNHCR for 
almost 10 years.
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32%
of former Rotary Peace Fellows 

work at a nongovernmental organization.
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Life lessons
Schoolchildren in Pilar, Argentina, aren’t 
just learning their reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. They’re also developing good 
hygiene habits that will help keep themselves, 
their friends, and their families healthy for 
years to come. 

The Rotary clubs of Pilar Norte in Buenos 
Aires and Griffin in Georgia, USA, have 
been working together on the Better Health 
through Better Hygiene project, which was 
launched in June 2009. Members of the clubs 
provide instructional materials on sanitation, 
supplies, and training at more than 30 public 
and private schools throughout Pilar, a city 
located about 30 miles outside Buenos Aires.

Support of a Rotary Foundation Matching 
Grant helped purchase booklets, brochures, 
and personal hygiene kits for more than 
6,000 kindergarten and first-grade students, 
like those shown in the photo. The hygiene 
kits include a toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, 
and towel featuring the Rotary emblem. 

Rotarians also provided teachers with posters 
and manuals to help them promote better 
hygiene in their classrooms, along with soap, 
alcohol gel, and dispensers to encourage 
regular handwashing at school. 

“Good habits, learned early, will benefit the 
children and their community for the rest of 
their lives,” says Regional Rotary Foundation 
Coordinator Celia Giay. 
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More than 1.6 million people die every year from 
diseases resulting from a lack of proper sanitation 
and safe drinking water, according to the World 
Health Organization. 

Rotary International President John Kenny made 
water and sanitation a top issue for Rotary clubs, 
saying: “We could, I suppose, all live without oil, 
but none of us could survive without water.” 

F. Ronald Denham, chair of the Water and 
Sanitation Rotarian Action Group, joined 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and other 
speakers at the UN’s World Water Day conference 
on 22 March in Washington, D.C. 

“This is an enormous challenge for humanity, 
and Rotary clubs are logical leaders in the 
challenge because they are embedded in their local 
communities, allowing for the clubs to help  
define realistic solutions to local problems,” 
Denham said. 

In Africa, for example, Rotarians from  
36 clubs in District 9210 (Malawi;  
parts of Mozambique; Zambia; Zimbabwe)  
have 86 ongoing or recently  
completed projects to provide  
wells, water storage and  
purification, irrigation,  
and toilets for schools,  
health clinics, and  
households. 

WATER AND SANITATION
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http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/collaborate/rotarianactiongroups/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/collaborate/rotarianactiongroups/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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 Filtering polluted waters

In Peru, 500,000 people living in 
poverty near the polluted Rimac River 

lack access to clean water. The Rotary 
Club of La Molina Vieja in Lima teamed 

up with the Rotary Club of Holmen Area in 
Wisconsin, USA, on a Matching Grant-

supported project to install biosand 
filters in 5,000 households (left). 
Each filter provides enough clean 
water to meet the needs of 15 
people every day. Rotarians 
are also training residents to 
maintain the filters properly. 

The International H2O Collaboration 
between Rotary and USAID supports water projects 
in the Dominican Republic, Ghana, and Philippines.

 Working with USAID

Through Rotary and USAID’s International 
H2O Collaboration, the Rotary clubs of 
San Fernando, La Union, Philippines, and 
Armadale, Western Australia, Australia, 
are partnering on a project that will 
benefit 154,000 people by reducing 
disease caused by exposure to raw 
sewage. The project will create a septage 
collection, treatment, and reuse program 
and facilitate local cooperative sewage 
systems in the greater San Fernando 
City area. The project’s groundbreaking 
ceremony included (above, from left) 
Provincial Board Member Francisco Ortega, 
Philippine Congressman Victor Ortega, 
Mayor Pablo Ortega, U.S. Ambassador 
Harry Thomas Jr., Rotarians Frederick 
So and Harvey Tan, former Mayor Mary 
Jane Ortega, Vice Mayor Herminigildo 
Gualberto, and Provincial Board Member 
Jose Ortega.

 A safe source

Girls in Niger (above, left) fill plastic tanks 
with clean well water. Rotarians from 
40 clubs in districts 1620 and 2170 
(Belgium) have collaborated with Rotary 
clubs in District 9100 (West Africa) since 
2005 on projects that are bringing clean 
water to 20,000 residents in Niger’s Tchin-
Tabaraden area. Supported by two Rotary 
Foundation Matching Grants, Rotarians 
have renovated or drilled 20 wells and 
built toilets for seven schools and three 
health clinics in the region.
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http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/usaid.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/usaid.aspx
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Although Rotary is best known for its polio 
eradication campaign, many Rotarians work on 
projects that focus on other aspects of disease 
prevention and treatment — projects that often 
complement other humanitarian efforts. 

Working together since 2005, Rotary clubs in 
13 districts in Canada, Ghana, Switzerland, and 
the United States have sponsored six Rotary 
Foundation Matching Grant projects to provide 
safe drinking water to remote communities 
in northern Ghana. Rotarians worked with 
the Guinea Worm Eradication Programme, 
a partnership of the Carter Center and the 
Ghanaian government, to identify the best 
locations for wells or water systems.

Guinea worm is contracted when a person drinks 
standing water containing a tiny water flea that 
carries the larvae of the worm. The larvae, which 
can take a year to mature within the human body, 
cause long-term suffering and sometimes crippling 
effects. 

Basic nutrition is another important component 
to disease prevention. In Peru, members of the 
Rotary Club of Independencia-Huaraz built a 
school cafeteria to serve elementary students in 
the Cordillera Blanca range of the Andes. For 
many of the children living in poverty, the new 
cafeteria now provides their only full meal of  
the day. 

DISEASE PREVENTION 
AND TREATMENT
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 Casting a wide net

In Papua New Guinea, 1.6 million people, 
or more than 25 percent of the population,  
are infected with malaria each year. Ron 
Seddon of the Rotary Club of Port Moresby 
(above) is leading the effort to distribute 
insecticide-treated nets across the 
country, an initiative that local Rotarians 
took over from the government in 1997. 
Rotarians have since procured and 
distributed more than 4.3 million nets, but 
it’s a never-ending effort. “We must have 
a sustainable program to ensure that as 
mosquito nets wear out, new ones will 
be available,” says Seddon, a member of 
Rotarians Eliminating Malaria: A Rotarian 
Action Group.

 Ahead of the NID

In India, a free health camp set the stage 
for a January National Immunization 
Day (NID) for polio. Organized by the 
Rotary Club of Delhi South Metropolitan 
with support from the India PolioPlus 
Committee, the camp provided checkups, 
consultations, and information on a range 
of health issues. Rajashree Birla (below, 
left), an honorary member of the Rotary 
clubs of Bombay and Mulund, attended 
the opening of the New Delhi camp along  
with Usha Mittal and her husband, 
Lakshmi, who leads ArcelorMittal,  
the world’s largest steelmaker. 

 Healing childhood scars

Only one burn treatment center serves the 
two million children living in Guatemala. 
Based at the Roosevelt Hospital 
Children’s Health Clinic in Guatemala City, 
this pediatric burn center gets much-
needed support from the Rotary clubs 
of Guatemala Metrópolis and Las Gatos 
Morning, California, USA. Rotarians have 
funded new medical equipment and are 

working to expand the four-
room, 180-square-foot clinic. 
Below, Christian, 

11, is treated for 
burns caused 
by a hanging 
electrical wire.

Rotarian efforts helped reduce the number of  
Guinea worm cases in Ghana

4,136 2006

2422009

Source: United Nations
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Responding quickly 
to Haiti’s cry for help

Rotarians sprang into action in January  
after an earthquake destroyed much of  
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, leaving 200,000 dead 
and millions homeless, sick, or injured. 

Rotarians in District 7020, which includes 
Haiti, flew 70 planes filled with more than 
60,000 pounds of medical equipment and 
supplies into Pignon and Port-de-Paix 
immediately after the disaster, bypassing 
logistical problems in Port-au-Prince.

The Rotary Foundation quickly established 
the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund to direct 
funds from Rotarians and other donors 
wanting to support recovery efforts. 
Approximately $2 million was raised to assist 
Rotarian projects to rebuild Haiti, including 
long-term initiatives to provide adequate 
shelter, water and sanitation, medical care, 
and schools. District 7020’s Haiti Task Force, 
established in 2008, administers Rotary 
financial aid to the nation, with a focus on 
projects that address multiple needs.

Rotary’s network enabled the fast response. 
“When the earthquake struck, Rotarians had 
33 projects in water, health, and education 
ongoing,” notes Rotary Foundation Trustee 
Chair Glenn E. Estess Sr. “The connections 
necessary to bring urgent relief were already 
in place.” 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/WaysToGive/Announcements/Pages/100114_announce_HaitiReliefFund.aspx
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According to the World Bank, a record 1.4 billion 
people in the developing world, or one in four 
people, live on less than $1.25 a day, defined as the 
poverty line. Lack of economic opportunity is a 
scourge in the developing world. Finding localized 
solutions to get communities back on their feet, 
spur economic development, and foster long-
term economic and community stability is part of 
Rotary’s vision for a better world.

Because all Rotary clubs are community based, 
Rotarians are in a unique position to help: 
Rotarians intimately understand the challenges 
and needs of their own communities, and they can 
partner on service projects with any of the 34,000 
Rotary clubs worldwide. 

Back in 1999, Brazilian and German Rotarians 
saw an opportunity to aid the struggling 
community in Rio de Janeiro’s economically 
depressed port zone and adjacent Providência 
favela area. Crime, prostitution, lack of jobs, 
and early pregnancy were among the problems 
faced by the community. Employing an integrated 
approach, Rotarians developed a long-term 
sustainable project that expanded a local 
primary school to include a secondary school 
and a community center for children and their 
families, offering vocational training for students 
and adults, health courses, and numerous other 
programs. 

More than 39 Rotary clubs in eight countries  
and 19 Matching Grants from The Rotary 
Foundation have supported the project, which 
today is helping 5,000 children and their families 
in the port zone. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY  
DEVELOPMENT
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 Rotaractors in action

Members of the Rotaract clubs (opposite 
and below, right) of Northwestern 
University, Illinois, USA, and Pisco, Peru, 
volunteered to help establish a foundation 
for improved sanitation systems in the 
community of El Molino, a tent city of 
earthquake survivors located on the 
outskirts of Pisco. The effort was part of a 
group volunteer program that also involved 
working on a community playground and 
visiting a local school.

 Career change

Vocational training (above, left) has led 
to economic freedom for former sex 
workers in Zambia. Members of the Rotary 
clubs of Livingston in Zambia and Coto  
de Caza in California, USA, secured a 
Rotary Foundation Matching Grant to help 
fund three-month sewing classes and to 
buy each graduate a sewing machine.  
Some women are even making Rotary-
themed items for Rotarians to sell at  
RI conventions; proceeds fund more 
classes that help other sex workers leave 
the profession.

 Working together

Jo Luck (above), former president of 
Heifer International and 
a member of the 
Rotary Club of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, 
USA, emphasized 
the power of joining 
forces with other 
organizations 
to carry out 
effective 
service 
projects during 
her address 
at the 2010 RI 
Convention in 
Montréal. Heifer 
International 
and Rotary clubs 
have collaborated 
on sustainable 
development 
projects in 20 
countries, many 
focusing on 
livestock and 
microcredit 
programs. 

In 2009-10, The Rotary Foundation approved 
Rotary Foundation microcredit 
projects worldwide in
countries. These projects will improve 
the lives of thousands of people.

33
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Rotarians worldwide have generously demonstrated 
their strong belief in The Rotary Foundation’s 
capacity for Doing Good in the World. 

Overall contributions to the Foundation for 
2009-10 were up nearly $15 million compared to 
2008-09, excluding funds received from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation grant. Contributions 
to both the Annual Programs Fund and the 
Permanent Fund grew by more than $1 million.

Contributions to the Every Rotarian, Every Year 
initiative are the primary source of funding for 
Foundation programs. Rotarians participate in 
the effort by giving at least $100 to the Annual 
Programs Fund every year. Support for the 
Permanent Fund, the Foundation’s endowment, 
enables the Foundation to address the world’s 
greatest needs for generations to come.

Robert Bruce Lynn’s passion for peace-building 
led him to make a $500,000 bequest to the 
Permanent Fund to endow a Rotary Peace Fellow. 
A member of the Rotary Club of Coppell, Texas, 
USA, Lynn studied as a 1988-89 Ambassadorial 
Scholar in Singapore, sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Weatherford, Oklahoma, USA.

“The Foundation is successful  
because it keeps costs  
down and projects up,”  
says Regional Rotary  
Foundation Coordinator  
Carl Chinnery, a polio  
survivor and member  
of the Arch C.  
Klumph Society.

ROTARIAN SUPPORT
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  Taiwan donors show 
strong commitment

Yen-Shen Hsieh (opposite) of the Rotary 
Club of Taipei Castle, Taiwan, and his wife, 
Catherine, were honored by RI President 
John Kenny and wife, June, at a donor 
recognition dinner in Taipei in August. 
James Chen (above, second from right) 
president of the Taipei Castle club, and 
his wife, Lisa Shiu-Li Chen, were also 
recognized at the event. Both couples were 
later inducted into the Arch C. Klumph 
Society, which honors donors who give at 
least $250,000 to The Rotary Foundation. 
Three other Taiwanese Rotarians and their 
wives were also inducted into the society in 
November: Sheng-Chien Chang and Hsiang 
Chuan Chang, Yau-Fang Chen and Pei-Chen 
Lee, and Sui-Seng Hsu and Pei-Tsen Hsu.

10 Top Annual Giving Countries and Geographical Areas

2. JAPAN
$15,356 $119

5. KOREA
$9,310 $128

9. AUSTRALIA
$5,438 $82

3. INDIA
$11,859 $53

4. GERMANY
$9,356 $75

7. UNITED KINGDOM
$6,911 $56

10. ITALY
$5,255 $78

8. BRAZIL
$6,159 $73

1. UNITED STATES
$60,686* $101

6. CANADA
$7,277 $113

 2009-10 Total Contributions US$ (thousands) (Includes flow-through contributions)
 2009-10 Annual Giving per Rotarian US$

* Excludes $110 million grant for polio eradication received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, a U.S. organization.
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 A cadre of stewards

Rotarians like Michael Barrington 
(opposite, bottom) who volunteer in The 
Rotary Foundation’s Cadre of Technical 
Advisers help the Trustees review, monitor, 
and evaluate humanitarian grants. 
Barrington, of the Rotary Club of Concord, 
California, USA, recently provided oversight 
on a $300,000 grant project to establish 
burn treatment centers for children  
in Bolivia, the Dominican Republic,  
El Salvador, and Panama. 

“We as trustees rely 
very much on the 
professional expertise 
of these people,”  
says Foundation 
Trustee and Cadre 
Chair David Morgan. 
“They are in a 
better position than 
anyone else, having 
been on the site 
and interviewing 
the sponsors and 
beneficiaries, to 
tell us about any 
particular project.”

 Scaling new heights

Major Donor Tanya Wolff (below), governor 
of District 6330 (parts of Ontario, Canada, 
and Michigan, USA); Karlis Graubics Sr., 
governor of District 7600 (Virginia, USA); 
and two other Rotarians trekked 18,000 
feet to the base camp of Mt. Everest in 
Nepal in April, raising almost $48,500 
for the Annual Programs Fund. “When 
volunteering overseas with Rotary, I have 
been able to personally see and hear, 
taste and smell, and especially feel the 
work of the Foundation,” Wolff says. 

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/grantscadre.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/grantscadre.aspx
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Rotary International Financial Highlights
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“With a stable membership, careful cost control, 
and positive investment returns, RI continued to 
increase its net assets this year. Rotarians can  
be proud of our long history of financial strength  
and stability.”
John Kenny, RI President

Total Revenues

95.6
Total Expenses

82.5
Membership Dues

OperationsService and  
Other Activities

Service and  
Other Activities

Net Investment 
Returns

59.0

25.9

10.7

58.1

24.4

What RI Received 2009-10  
US$ (millions)

What RI Spent 2009-10
US$ (millions)
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The Rotary Foundation Financial Highlights

Total  
Contributions

268.5
Total Awards  

and Expenses

226.6

“Contributions to The Rotary Foundation were 
nearly $15 million greater than last year, this 
without the Gates Foundation grant. Such 
generosity reflects Rotarians’ confidence in their 
Foundation and its power to do good in the world.”
Glenn E. Estess Sr., Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair

PolioPlus Fund Program Awards

Annual Program Fund

Fund Development

Program Operations

Contributions to TRF 2009-10  
US$ (millions)

Awards and Expenses 2009-10
US$ (millions)

151.6

17.9

16.5

Permanent Fund  
10.5

Others  6.0
General Administration   
5.2

100.4

187.0
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than budgeted, due in part to lower costs 
for The Rotarian.

Operational expenses decreased by 
$2.6 million over 2008-09, mainly due to 
various cost-saving initiatives. Expenses 
related to services and other activities 
increased by $3.6 million, primarily due to 
the 2010 Council on Legislation expenses.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL FINANCIALS

What Rotary International 
received

RI received a total of $95.6 million in 
revenues for the fiscal year through 
membership dues, RI services, and 
investments. Revenues were $8.7 million 
more than budgeted, and $30.9 million 
more than the previous year, primarily due 
to improved investment earnings.

Explanation of variances

General fund investments returned gains 
of 13.6 percent (or $10.7 million) on 
an investment base of $91.9 million, 
exceeding the 4.0 percent budgeted 
return. Revenues from services and other 
activities were $0.7 million below budget, 
while dues revenue was $0.3 million 
greater than the budgeted amount.

Revenues were higher than the previous 
year, mainly because of a $25.1 million 
increase in investment returns. Services 
and other activities increased by $4.6 
million from the previous year, primarily as 
a result of revenue from the 2010 Council 
on Legislation. Dues revenue increased 
over the previous year by $1.2 million 
because of a $1 increase in Rotary’s  
per capita dues.

Details of RI’s 2009-10 financial information, including the presidents’ and directors’ expenses and audited financial statements, are available at www.rotary.org/financials.

 What Rotary International spent

RI’s total expenses were $82.5 million, 
$3.9 million less than budgeted and  
$1.0 million more than the previous year.

Explanation of variances

Operational expenses were $1.7 million 
less than budgeted. Expenses for services 
and other activities were $2.2 million less 

RI Revenue: Service and  
Other Activities
US$ (millions)

Magazine Magazine

RI Expenses: Service and  
Other Activities
US$ (millions)

RI Operational Expenses
US$ (millions)

District Governors

58.1

 2010 Actual  2010 Budget 2009 Actual

Revenues
US$ (millions)

Service and 
Other Activities

1.6

Membership 
Dues

Net Investment 
Returns

95.6

64.7
86.9

25.9

59.0

10.7
26.6

58.7

21.3

57.8

(14.4)

 2010 Actual 2010 Budget 2009 Actual

Expenses
US$ (millions)

Service and 
Other Activities

Operations

82.5 86.4
81.5

24.4

58.1

26.6

59.8

20.8

60.7

Publications 
and Supplies

Publications 
and Supplies

6.9 5.2

5.3 6.8
6.1 5.6

3.7
3.7

0.8
1.11.0

1.0

2.1

1.0

One Rotary Center

One Rotary Center International 
Convention

International 
Convention

Council on 
Legislation

Council on 
Legislation

Club Insurance 
Assessment

Club Insurance 
Expense

License Fees, Royalties, 
and Other Income

Other Expenses

Total

25.9
Total

24.4
Total

58.1

9.6

8.0

8.9

5.8
5.3

3.9

5.9

3.9
3.7

3.1

Communications and 
Public Relations

Information 
Services

International Offices
Directors, Officers, 
and Committees

Financial 
Services

World 
Headquarters 
Administration

Membership 
Services 

International Assembly

Programs and Meetings

www.rotary.org/financials
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Presidents’ expenses

RI paid expenses of $492,000, 
$410,000, and $149,000 to and on 
behalf of the RI president, president-elect, 
and president-nominee, respectively. 
These included travel (airfare, hotel, 
and meals), RI theme, public relations, 
housing, and moving costs. RI paid 
$520,000 to operate the presidents’ 
offices.

Board of Directors’ expenses

RI paid $594,000 on behalf of the 
Board of Directors. This amount includes 
mandatory travel to attend Board meetings, 
the RI Convention, the International 
Assembly, and the Council on Legislation, 
as well as nonmandatory travel to clubs, 
presidential conferences, and Rotary 
institutes.

Cash and 
Investments: 114.1 

Club and Other 
Accounts 
Receivable: 3.4

Property and 
Equipment —  
net: 35.7

Due from The  
Rotary Foundation: 
3.3

Other: 2.8

Assets  
US$ (millions)

Total

159.3

Rotary International’s  
financial position

RI’s net assets increased by $11.4 million 
over the previous year as a result of 
revenues exceeding expenses by $13.1 
million, offset by a $1.7 million charge to 
record RI’s increased pension obligation.

Recent trends

From fiscal 2000-01 through 2002-03, RI’s 
expenses exceeded revenues, primarily 
due to a difficult investment climate.

From fiscal 2003-04 through 2006-07,  
revenues exceeded expenses and net 
assets grew as a result of positive 
investment earnings, an increase in 
membership dues, and controlled spending. 

From fiscal 2007-08 through 2008-09, 
expenses exceeded revenues, primarily due 
to a difficult and volatile investment climate.

During fiscal 2009-10, revenues exceeded 
expenses, because of improved investment 
earnings and various cost savings 
initiatives. The 2010 Council on Legislation 
resulted in $3.7 million of revenue to 
offset $3.7 million in expenses.

Historical Revenue, Expense, and Net Asset Trends
US$ (millions)

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

60 _

40 _

20 _

0 _

80 _

100 _

120 _

140 _
  Net Assets
  Revenue
  Expense

Total

159.3

Liabilities and Net Assets
US$ (millions)

Liabilities

Accounts  
Payable: 6.1

Accrued  
Expenses: 20.4

Deferred  
Revenue: 1.8

Pension  
Obligation: 13.0

Unrestricted Net Assets

118.0 41.3

International Offices
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Financial markets recovered during the 
fiscal year, resulting in positive results for 
both Rotary International and The Rotary 
Foundation. RI investments returned 
$10.7 million, recovering about 75 percent 
of the 2009 losses, while the Foundation’s 
investment return of $54.3 million helped 
recoup about a third of its losses from 
the previous year. Based on this improved 
investment performance, the Trustees 
authorized an initial funding of $20 million 
in cash and short-term fixed income 
securities for the operating reserve.  
This funding occurred in August 2010.

During the fiscal year, comprehensive 
reviews of the investment policies for 
RI’s General Fund and the Foundation’s 
Annual Programs Fund and Permanent 
Fund were conducted. New policies were 
approved by the RI Board of Directors and 
The Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees 
in June 2010 that are designed to reduce 
the equity risk in all of the funds and to 
provide better protection against extreme 
event risks such as rampant inflation, 
prolonged deflation, future credit crises, 
or large spikes in gold or oil prices. These 

ROTARY INVESTMENTS

 Annual Programs Fund
 Permanent Fund
 PolioPlus Fund
 RI General Fund

Historical Investment Returns
Annual rate of return

7.1
7.1
6.6
5.2

-10% 

0 

10% 

20% 

30% 

-20%

-30%
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Annualized*

*Annualized 16-Year Return

new policies are in the process of being 
implemented.

In accordance with prudent investment 
management practices, both organizations 
invest in diversified portfolios, which 
include U.S. and non-U.S. stocks and 
global fixed income securities. The 
Foundation also invests in alternative 
assets such as real estate, private 
equity, and hedge funds. Rotary’s 
investment programs are overseen by 
the Foundation’s Investment Advisory 
Committee, which is composed of three 
trustees and six Rotarian investment 
professionals, and the RI Finance 
Committee. Rotary also retains an 
independent investment consultant to 
counsel both organizations on investment 
matters and to monitor Rotary’s 
investments. All of Rotary’s funds are 
managed by experienced, professional 
investment managers.

Additional information on Rotary’s 
investments, including investment  
policy statements and performance,  
is available at www.rotary.org/financials.
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION FINANCIALS

What the Foundation received

Contributions 

Rotarians’ generous contributions to  
The Rotary Foundation increased over 
the prior year even with a difficult global 
economy. 

The Annual Programs Fund (APF) received 
contributions of $100.4 million, despite 
the recession and a shift in contributions 
from the APF to PolioPlus in response 
to Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge. 
Six countries and geographical areas — 
Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
and the United States — exceeded the 
Every Rotarian, Every Year initiative's 
worldwide $100 per capita goal. 

Permanent Fund contributions of  
$10.5 million decreased 9.5 percent  
from $11.6 million in fiscal 2008-09. 

PolioPlus received $151.6 million in 
contributions to support the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative, including $110.0 
million from the Gates Foundation. 

Total contributions of $268.5 million do 
not include $16.6 million in flow-through 
funds received. 

Contributions to The Rotary Foundation
US$ (millions)

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

268.5
 Annual Programs Fund
 Permanent Fund
 PolioPlus Fund
 Other

50 _

100 _

150 _

200 _

250 _

0 _

What the Foundation spent

Program spending

Program spending increased by $37.3 
million over the previous year, primarily 
due to an increase in PolioPlus program 
awards of $30.3 million. In addition, 
spending on humanitarian programs 
increased by $6.0 million, primarily due 
to an increase in the budget for fiscal 
2009-10. Total program spending for 
fiscal 2009-10 was $204.9 million, which 
included $120.2 million of PolioPlus 
program awards and operations. Program 
awards of $187.0 million were spent 
directly on humanitarian programs, polio 
eradication, educational programs, and 
other programs.

Fund development expenses were 
$16.5 million for fiscal 2009-10. These 
expenses included personnel, services, 
communications, publications, public 
relations, supplies, computer support, 
legal counsel, and recognition items 
involved in raising contributions and 
acknowledging donors. 

General administration expenses were 
$5.2 million for fiscal 2009-10. These 
expenses included personnel, services, 
communications, computer support, 
supplies, legal counsel, audit fees, and 
services to the Trustees (administrative 
support, cost of meetings, travel) to 
manage the Foundation’s assets. General 
administration expenses included travel-
related expenses (airfare, hotel, and 
meals) of $579,200 for the Trustees. 
These travel expenses are incurred to 
promote the Foundation’s programs, to 
raise contributions and awareness for the 
Foundation, and to attend the International 
Assembly, RI Convention, Trustees 
meetings, and Rotary institutes.

Over the past 10 years, 88 percent of 
the Foundation’s total spending was for 
programs, which compares favorably  
with the minimum industry standard of  
65 percent.

Foundation net assets

The Foundation’s net assets increased 
by $95.6 million over the previous year, 
primarily due to realized and unrealized 
investment gains.

Program Awards, Operations, and Expenses
US$ (millions)

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
0 _

50 _

100 _

150 _

200 _

250 _
226.6

 Program Awards
 Program Operations
 General Administration
 Fund Development

Details of TRF’s 2009-10 financial information, including the trustees’ expenses and audited financial statements, are available at www.rotary.org/financials.

www.rotary.org/financials
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The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International Fiscal Year Financial Results
US$ (millions)

2009-10 2008-09 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06

REVENUES Contributions1

Annual Programs Fund $ 100.4 $ 99.3 $ 114.8 $ 102.8 $ 92.6

Permanent Fund 10.5 11.6 13.9 13.3 12.1

 PolioPlus Fund 151.6 109.7 114.1 3.1 5.6

Temporarily Restricted Other 2.4 1.1 0.5 0.3 1.6

Unrestricted Other 3.6 2.1 2.4 13.5

Total Contributions $	 268.5 $	 223.8 $	 245.7 $	 133.0 $	 111.9

Investment Income

Annual Programs Fund $ 36.9 $ (106.2) $ (30.4) $ 70.7 $ 34.5

Permanent Fund 15.2 (59.3) (18.5) 31.8 14.6

PolioPlus Fund 1.8 2.1 4.7 2.4 1.1

Other Programs 0.4 (0.5) (0.1) 0.9

Total Investment Income (Loss) $	 54.3 $	 (163.9) $	 (44.3)	 $	 105.8	 $	 50.2	

TOTAL	REVENUES $	 322.8 $	 59.9 $	 201.4 $	 238.8	 $	 162.1	

PROGRAM	AWARDS,		
OPERATIONS,	AND	EXPENSES

Program Awards

Humanitarian Grants Program $ 44.2 $ 38.2 $ 56.7 $ 44.8 $ 44.3 

Educational Programs 23.5 22.0 23.4 23.3 21.9

PolioPlus Program 118.1 87.8 126.7 23.7 24.9

Other Programs 1.2 1.0 1.2 8.4

Total Program Awards $	 187.0 $	 149.0 $	 208.0	 $	 100.2	 $	 91.1	

Program Operations

Humanitarian Grants Program $ 7.5 $ 9.4 $ 10.2 $ 9.6 $ 8.7 

Educational Programs  5.9 6.6 7.1 6.7 6.1

PolioPlus Program 2.1 2.2 2.1 2.3 2.1

Other Programs 2.4 0.4 0.1

Total Program Operations $	 17.9 $	 18.6 $	 19.5 $	 18.6	 $	 16.9	

Total Program Awards and Operations $	 204.9 $	 167.6 $	 227.5 $	 118.8	 $	 108.0

Operating Expenses

Fund Development $ 16.5 $ 14.5 $ 13.6 $ 12.6 $ 13.7 

General Administration 5.2 5.7 6.3 6.3 6.6

Total Operating Expenses $	 21.7 $	 20.2 $	 19.9	 $	 18.9	 $	 20.3	

TOTAL	PROGRAM	AWARDS,	OPERATIONS,	AND	EXPENSES $	 226.6 $	 187.8 $	 247.4	 $	 137.7	 $	 128.3	

Pension-related changes2 $ (0.6) $ (1.9) $ (0.3) $ (0.5) $ 0.7

INCREASE	(DECREASE)	IN	FOUNDATION	NET	ASSETS $	 95.6 $	 (129.8) $	 (46.3) $	 100.6	 $	 34.5	
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2009-10 2008-09 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06

ROTARY	FOUNDATION	ASSETS3 Cash, Pledges, and Other Assets $ 59.9 $ 43.2 $ 42.8 $ 37.4 $ 34.7

Investments

Invested Cash and Short-Term Investments $ 16.3 $ 19.7 $ 16.7 $ 28.8 $ 24.2 

Bonds 268.6 226.3 234.2 150.0 159.8

Stocks 283.2 261.2 383.6 468.1 378.8

Alternative Investments 78.9 81.0 124.2 93.0 89.8

Split-Interest Agreements 24.4 22.8 27.3 27.2 21.9

Total Investments $	 671.4 $	 611.0 $	 786.0	 $	 767.1	 $	 674.5	

TOTAL	ASSETS $	 731.3	 $	 654.2	 $	 828.8	 $	 804.5	 $	 709.2

ROTARY	FOUNDATION		
LIABILITIES	AND	NET	ASSETS

Liabilities

Accrued Program Awards $ 51.5 $ 72.5 $ 115.7 $ 45.8 $ 47.3 

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 22.3 19.8 21.4 20.7 24.5

Total Liabilities $	 73.8 $	 92.3 $	 137.1 $	 66.5	 $	 71.8	

Net Assets4

Annual Programs Fund $ 329.1 $ 310.1 $ 434.3 $ 475.3 $ 405.0 

PolioPlus Fund 130.0 77.4 42.7 37.3 52.6

Permanent Fund 187.2 168.0 207.9 219.6 179.6

Temporarily Restricted Other 2.1 0.3 0.7 0.3 0.2

Unrestricted Other 9.1 6.1 6.1 5.5

Total Net Assets $	 657.5 $	 561.9 $	 691.7 $	 738.0	 $	 637.4	

TOTAL	LIABILITIES	AND	NET	ASSETS $	 731.3	 $	 654.2	 $	 828.8	 $	 804.5	 $	 709.2	

Flow-Through Funds Received

Matching Grants $ 16.1 $ 15.1 $ 18.5 $ 14.5 $ 13.6 

PolioPlus Partners 4.4 1.6 1.2

Other Restricted 0.5 0.5 0.7 0.2 0.5

TOTAL	FLOW-THROUGH	FUNDS	RECEIVED $	 16.6 $	 15.6 $	 23.6	 $	 16.3	 $	 15.3	

1  Flow-through funds are not included. These funds pass through the Foundation for donor recognition but are not reported as contributions in the financial statements in accordance 
with U.S. accounting standards.

2  U.S. accounting standards require pension-related changes to be made when the fair value of retirement plan assets are not equal to the plan’s projected benefit obligation. 
Rotary International allocated the effect of ASC 715 to The Rotary Foundation, based on the Foundation’s proportionate share of payroll expenses.

3 Certain reclassifications have been made to balances for previous years to conform to the 2009-10 presentations.
4 Net assets are the difference between a company’s total assets and its liabilities.
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2009-10 Membership

 1,227,563 Rotarians

 34,103 Rotary clubs

 530 Rotary districts

 189,336 Rotaractors

 8,232 Rotaract clubs

 291,732 Interactors

 12,683 Interact clubs

 159,298 Rotary Community Corps members

 6,926 RCCs

All figures as of 30 June 2010.
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Rotarians 
by region of 
the world

Australia,  
New Zealand, and  
Pacific Islands:  

4%

USA, Canada,  
and Caribbean:  

31%

Asia: 27%

Great Britain and Ireland: 5%

Europe, Africa,  
and Middle East: 25% Latin America: 8%

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/Rotaract/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/Interact/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/collaborate/rcc/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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On the cover

Fundaniñas, an orphanage in Guatemala City, 
Guatemala, houses, nourishes, and educates 
girls ages 2 to 18, with support from The Rotary 
Foundation through several Matching Grants. The 
orphanage’s founder, Isabella Bosch (center), was 
the first woman to become a Rotarian in Guatemala.  
Rotary Images/Monika Lozinska-Lee
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